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XSOST  AUCIEITT  &.  HOUOUABLE  mATERKlTY 

O  F 

FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS 

O  F 

AND  MASONIC  JURISDICTION  THEREUNTO  BELONGING, 

vS.ccording  to  the  Old  Constitutions. 

AT  a  Quarterly  Grand  Communication  held  in  the  Hall, 
South  1  bird  Street,  in  llie  City  of  Philadelphia,  on  Monday 
the  1st  of  December,  A.  D.  1S45,  in  ample  form,  the  follow¬ 
ing  Brethren  were  elected  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing 
year,  viz. 

Bro.  JAMES  PAGE,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  (m 
place  of  Bro.  IVm.  Barger,  loho  declined  a  re-eleclion.) 
Bro.  PETER  FRITZ,  R,  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  \\  ILLIAM  WHITNEl ,  R.  W.  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Bro.  ANTHONY  BOURNONVILLE,  R.  W.  Junior  Grand 
Warden. 

Bro.  JOHN  THOIMPSON,  R.  W’^.  Grand  Treasurer. 

Bro.  WILLIAM  H.  ADAMS,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

TRUSTEES  or  THE  GIRARD  BEQUEST. 

Bros.  Bayse  Newcombe,  Samuel  Badger,  Samuel  H.  Perkins, 
Alexander  Diamond,  Enos  S.  Gandy. 
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THE  FOLLOWING  KEPORT  WAS  REC'LIVLD  FROM  THE  COMMITIEE 
OF  CORRESPONDENCE,  VIZ: 

Tu  the  liight  Worshijifid  the  Grand  Master  and 
Brethren  of  the  Bight  JJhjrshipfLil  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvariia,  afid  Alasonic  Juris¬ 
diction  therennto  belonging: 

The  Committes  on  Correspondence  respectfully  report, 
That  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  Masonic  year, 
they  have  had  submitted  to  them  by  the  R.  W.  the  Grand 
Secretary,  a  very  large  mass  of  documents  addressed  to  this 
Grand  Lodge,  including  communications  iVom  nearly  all  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States,  and  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Texas.  These  communications  range  as  far  back  as  1842, 
and  comprise,  in  one  mass,  all  the  business  which  ought  ])ro- 
perly  to  have  engaged  the  attention  of  the  different  Commit¬ 
tees  on  Correspondence  for  the  last  three  years;  but  which, 
during  that  whole  time,  seems  to  have  been  left  by  lliem 
entirely  unacted  on  and  neglected. 

The  very  idea  of  arranging,  analyzing  and  condensing  the 
contents  of  so  enormous  a  mass  of  documents,  on  every  con¬ 
ceivable  masonic  (and  we  had  almost  said  unmasonic)  subject, 
was  enough  to  appal  even  persons  who  had  nothing  else  to 
en2:ae;e  their  attention,  and  could  afford  to  make  the  task 
their  business  for  weeks.  How  disheartening  then,  must  it 
have  been  to  iTien,  circumstanced  as  we  of  your  Committee 
are,  to  whom,  in  the  laborious  and  arduous  cares  of  their 
dail_y  business,  every'  moment  is  jirecious. 

Indeed  it  is  evident,  that  in  a  single  report,  it  would  be 
utterly’  impossible  to  do  justice  to  so  large  an  amount  of  cor¬ 
respondence;  and  therefore,  the  most  that  we  shall  attempt 
will  be  to  exhibit  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  brief  outline  of  its 
contents  and  character.  The  discussion  of  the  details,  and  the 
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order  proper  to  be  taken  on  tlie  individual  topics,  we  shall 
leave  to  the  wisdom  and  future  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

These  documents  exhibit  gratifying  evidence  of  a  whole¬ 
some  spirit  of  masonic  charity  and  brotherhood  throughout 
the  different  Grand  Lodges.  Diversity  of  sentiment  among 
the  brethren,  in  regard  to  minor  and  unessential  details  of  civil 
polity,  is  frequently  discernible,  but  in  the  main,  there  is 
manifested  an  unwavering  determination  and  anxiety  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  essential  principles  and  great  landmarks  of  our  Or¬ 
der,  in  their  pristine  and  glorious  purity  and  strength. 

While,  however,  they  rejoice  in  bearing  this  testimony, 
your  committee  are  constrained  to  observe,  that  there  is  man¬ 
ifested,  by  many  of  these  documents,  an  extraordinary  spirit 
of  speculation  and  restlessness  in  regard  to  the  sacred  institu¬ 
tions  and  principles  of  the  Fraternity.  The  beautiful  and  solid 
simplicity  of  the  time-honored  structure  seems  to  have  become 
tiresome  to  the  eyes  of  some  of  the  brethren,  and  various 
ingenious  schemes  and  devices  have  been  set  on  foot,  with  a 
view  to  turn  the  influence  and  power  of  the  Order  into  ma¬ 
chinery  for  accomplishing  benevolent  purposes  and  objects, 
as  they  seem  to  your  committee,  entirely  foreign  from  the 
spirit  and  duties  of  Masonry. 

Your  Committee  also  thiidc  that  there  is  manifested  an  in¬ 
ordinate  tendency,  among  many  individuals  and  some  Grand 
Lodges,  towards  a  disposition  to  make  public  the  principles 
of  the  Craft;  and  your  Committee  cannot  but  observe,  with 
astonishment  as  well  as  regret,  the  enormous  amount  of 
printed  publications  on  the  subject  of  Masonry,  to  which 
the  last  few  years  have  given  existence.  Your  Committee 
respectfully  submit,  that  there  is  something  in  this,  radically 
and  totally  wrong.  The  rage  for  printing  and  publishing  to 
the  world  the  lectures  and  proceedings  of  the  Lodges,  has 
arisen  to  an  alarming  and  a  dangerous  pitch.  It  has  already 
given  rise,  even  under  the  sanction  of  some  Grand  Lodges, 


fo  publications,  in  an  emphatic  degree  improper  and  perni¬ 
cious,  To  this  tendency  your  Committee  hope  that  a  decisive 
and  effectual  check  will  speedily  be  put,  by  the  true,  though 
unostentatious,  masonic  spirit  wliichyet  predominatesthrough- 
out  the  Lodges  of  this  continent,  and  of  the  world.  If  it  be 
not  arrested,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  declaiing  our  belief, 
that  consequences  far  more  desolating  and  disastrous  to  our 
Order,  than  those  of  any  political  warfare  against  it  have  ever 
been,  w’ill  speedily  be  its  result. 

The  course  of  our  own  Grand  Lodge,  in  regard  to  the 
various  topics  which  have  latterly  furnished  her  sister  Grand 
Lodges  with  so  many  subjects  of  public  declamation  and 
,  zealous  debate,  your  Committee  think  has  evinced  great  wis¬ 
dom,  and  true  sense  of  masonic  duty  and  obligation.  She 
has  discreetly  avoided  all  participation  in,  and  maintained  a 
“masterly  inactivity”  in  regard  to  these  unprofitable  wrang- 
lings,  and  generally^  has  set  her  face  against  the  spirit  of  pub¬ 
lication  on  masonic  subjects. 

Confiding  in  the  indulgence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  this 
brief  and  diffident  allusion  to  a  subject  which  they  deem  of 
permanent  and  vital  import  to  the  prosperity  and  honor  of 
our  Older,  your  Committee  now  proceed  to  notice  the  topics 
of  principal  interest,  treated  of  and  discussed  in  the  commu¬ 
nications  submitted  to  their  charge. 

A  preparation  for  this  branch  of  their  report,  although  it 
has  afforded  much  interesting  employment,  has  not  impressed 
your  Committee  with  the.  necessity,  nor  even  expediency,  of 
a  detailed  commentary  on  any  of  those  topics.  Still,  a  brief 
reference  to  the  chief  of  them,  they  have  thought  would  not 
be  improper,  as  matter  ot  curious  information,  although  it 
may  require  no  special  action  on  the  part  of  this  Grand 
Lodge. 

The  project  has  been  started  of  a  General  Convention  of 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  this  continent,  which,  although  it  failed 
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to  receive  their  general  approbation,  resulted  in  the  holding 
of  a  Convention  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  March,  1842, 
of  Representatives  from  a  number  of  the  Grand  Lodges,  and 
subsequently,  of  a  Convention  of  “Grand  Lecturers, in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  in  May,  1843,  which  adjourned  to  meet 
again  in  1846. 

These  Conventions  have  recommended  various  projects 
for  the  adoption  of  the  Grand  Lodges;  among  which  are,  the 
appointment  of  Grand  Lecturers,  by  the  several  G.  Lodges, 
who  shall  meet  in  grand  Convention  tri-ennially,  and  whose 
duty  shall  be,  to  establish  and  sustain  a  uniform  system  of 
“work,”  throughout  the  Fraternity  in  America.  They  re¬ 
commend  sending  a  delegate  to  Europe,  to  obtain  the  British 
and  other  systems  of  work.  They  have  caused  to  be  published 
a  Plan  of  IVoj'kf  in  the  shape  of  a  book,  by  Bro.  Moore, 
of  Massachusetts,  called  the  “ Masonic  Trestle  Board.”  They 
recommend  a  system  of  Representation  between  the  different 
Grand  Lodges,  to  be  carried  on  by  means  of  a  sort  of  resi¬ 
dent  plenipotentiaries;  which  system,  so  far  as  developed  in 
practice,  seems  to  be  attended  with  an  abundant  display  of 
formality  and  ceremony.  The  adoption  of  “Grand  Lodge 
Certificates”  as  prerequisite  to  visiting  a  strange  Lodge,  is 
also  recommended. 

Your  Committee  think  that  the  idea  of  a  National  Sys¬ 
tem  of  Work,”  which  it  seems  to  have  been  the  main  object 
of  these  Conventions  to  contrive  and  establish,  is  an  anomaly 
in  Masonry,  and  that  the  Conventions,  in  adopting  such  a 
scheme,  fell  surprisingly  and  seriously  into  error.  We  are 
satisfied  that ‘the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  will  yield  no 
sanction  to  the  action  of  the  Conventions  on  this  subject. 

The  course  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  in  taking  no  part  in  these 
Conventions^  and  in  withholding  its  approbation  of,  or  acqui¬ 
escence  in  any  of  their  propositions  or  projects,  your  Com¬ 
mittee  think,  has  been  in  a  high  degree,  salutary  and  wise. 


The  establishment  of  Colleges,  Manual  Labour  Schools, 
Emigrant  Societies,  &c.  &c.,  have  engaged  much  of  the  at¬ 
tention  and  zeal  of  some  Grand  Lodges;  but  your  Committee 
do  not  think  that  Masonry  is  properly  employed,  in  carrying 
out  great  Joint  Stock  Schemes,  for  the  accomplishment  of 
these,  or  any  other  purposes,  of  a  character  more  allied  to 
political,  than  Masonic  government.  In  regard  to  Education, 
the  most  plausible,  perhaps,  of  these  subjects,  we  cannot  see 
the  propriety,  even  of  establishing  Schools  exclusively  Ma¬ 
sonic.  On  the  contrary,  we  venture  to  doubt  its  expediency 
or  compatibility  with  the  principles  or  Constitution  of  our 
Order. 

The  manner  of  the  attempted  formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge 
of  M ichigan,  your  Committee  think  has  been  properly  decided, 
b}"  most  of  the  Grand  Lodges,  to  be  unconstitutional.  The 
mistake,  however,  is  not  owing  to  a  want  of  fidelity,  or  of 
proper  Masonic  spirit;  and  the  difficulty  was  speedily  rectified 
by  the  worthy  brethren  of  that  important  State. 

Masonic  proscription  on  account  of  religious  tenets,  it 
seems,  has  lately  agitated  some  of  the  Lodges  of  Europe; 
but  it  is  an  idea  so  preposterously  inconsistent  with  Masonry, 
that  we  think  its  entertainment  an  absurdity,  and  its  discus¬ 
sion  an  idle  waste  of  time. 

Your  Committee  cannot  go  into  a  discussion  of  many 
subjects  of  interest  to  be  found  in  the  details  of  the  various 
documents  submitted  to  them,  and  therefore  ask  leave  to  con¬ 
clude  this  part  of  their  Report,  b}^  an  expression  of  thanks, 
on  the  part  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  to  her  sister  Grand  Lodges 
which  have  honored  us  with  their  interesting  communications. 
These  consist  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Maine,  N.  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  N.  Jersey, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Louisiana, 
Florida,  low’a,  the  District  of  Columbia  and  Texas. 
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The  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  are  in 
French,  and  possess  a  novel  interest,  from  the  fact  of  their 
work  being  according  to  three  different  Rites — the  Ancient 
York,  the  Scottish,  and  the  IModern  Rite. 

Your  Committee  liave  also  had  submitted  to  them,  by  the 
Grand  Secretary,  a  number  of  a  periodical,  called  the  “Free- 
Masons  Monthly  Magazine,”  for  July,  1843.  Its  contents  are 
undoubtedly  entertaining,  and  exhibit  industry  and  talent 
enough  on  the  part  of  the  conductor,  Bro.  Moore,  the  author 
of  the  publication  before  referred  to,  called  the  Masonic  Trestle 
Board.  The  contents  and  tendency  of  this  Magazine,  how¬ 
ever,  your  Committee  do  not  consider  exhibit  any  evidence 
in  favor  of  popular  publication  on  masonic  subjects. 

The  fact  of  our  not  having  done  more  to  reciprocate  the 
courtesy  of  our  sister  Grand  Lodges  for  years  past,  requires, 
perhaps,  some  explanation  from  this  Grand  Lodge:  but  your 
Committee  cannot  say  that  they  regret  the  absence  of  any  ex¬ 
tended  publication  of  our  proceedings.  An  account  of  our 
Annual  Elections,  and  a  plain  statement  of  such  transactions 
of  our  civil  polity  as  it  is  obviously  proper  that  the  Craft  in 
general  should  be  advised  of,  we  think  should  be  annually 
communicated  to  our  brethren  of  all  the  other  Gr^nd  Lodges. 

As  to  the  essential  principles,  the  Land-Marks,  or  even 
the  discipline  of  our  Order,  we  unqualifiedly  deprecate  any 
printed  or  public  exposition  or  discussion  in  regard  to  them; 
and  we  cannot  but  again  advert  to  the  evil  and  danger  there 
obviously  is  in  a  public  exposure  of  our  internal  affairs,  even 
on  points  apparently  the  most  innocent  and  unessential. — 
INIasonic  language  and  terms — allusions  to  the  peculiar  polit^y 
and  discipline  of  the  Craft — expressions  unsuited  to  any  but 
the  initiated — may  find  their  way  into  such  productions;  and 
we  think  the  evil  consequences  thereof  are  too  obvious  for 
argument. 

Our  language,  our  principles — (even  the  most  popular  of 
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them) — our  internal  polity,  the  proceedings — (whatever  they 
may  be) — which  take  place  within  the  sanctuary  of  the  Lodge, 
are  not  for  vulgar  eyes  and  ears;  and  we  think  it  is  becoming 
more  and  more  essential,  that  Masons  should  bear  in  mind  the 
importance  of  the  warning  at  the  entrance  of  llie  Sibyl’s  cave, 
and  that  the  proper  inscription  on  the  volume  of  their  Ma¬ 
sonic  proceedings  is,  always,  “  Procu/,  oh  prucul  esle,  pro- 
faniP’’ — Far,  far  from  her  precincts,  let  those  he  banished, 
who  would  profane  the  mysteries  or  Sanctuary  of  our  Order. 


'^eoz^e  ^zcocom^ 
^o/in 


^  &^4ezzef(. 


Philadelphia,  Dec.  1,  1845. 


‘^^zanc/  ty/^aaier,  on  ^a/izn^ 
l/ie  ^^acr,  wao  ^feaoec/  io  c/e/cuer  l/i&  ^o/fotocn^ 
ty€c/c/ieo<j  : 


BRETHREN, 

Called  by  your  suffrages  to  preside  over  the  destinies 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  for  the  masonic  year  commencing  this 
day,  and  having  just  taken  the  imposing  and  solemn  obligation 
■which  was  my  passport  to  this  chair,  I  propose  in  a  few  brief 
remarks,  to  detail  to  you  the  views  and  principles  by  which 
I  shall  be  governed  in  my  administration  of  its  affairs. 

Before  doing  so,  permit  me  to  repeat  the  acknowledgment 
of  my  deep  indebtedness  to  you  for  past  and  continued  confi¬ 
dence.  When  by  your  voluntary  action,  unaccompanied  by 
any  solicitation  of  my  own,  you  raised  me  from  the  floor  to 
the  station  of  your  Senior  Grand  Warden,  I  felt  that  a  dis¬ 
tinction  had  been  conferred  upon  me  of  which  I  might  well 
be  proud.  As  I  remarked  to  you  at  the  time  of  my  election 
as  Grand  Master;  that  was  the  beginning,  of  which  this  is  the 
end.  A  generous  introduction,  to  a  noble  conclusion — render¬ 
ing  the  dignity  I  am  now'  enjoying  the  more  delightful,  from 
the  consciousness  that  no  act  of  mine,  originated  the  move¬ 
ment,  but  all  has  been  the  result  of  your  own  free  selection 
and  unbiassed  judgment.  The  gratitude  which  springs  from 
the  heart,  in  answer  to  a  tribute  like  this,  -n'ants  words  to  make 
itself  known.  It  is  deep — it  must  be  lasting.  It  can  never  die, 
but  with  the  heart  itself.  Elevated  and  honored,  as  the  pos¬ 
session  of  this  Chair  must  make  any  one  feel — that  elevation 
and  honor  are  undimmed  by  a  single  reflection  on  my  part, 
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that  it  has  been  obtained  at  the  smallest  sacrifice  of  masonic 
faith  or  masonic  purity.  As  it  has  been  acquired,  so  it  shall 
be  my  aim  to  retain  it,  until  the  time  for  leaving  it  arrives. 
When  that  shall  come,  I  hope  my  masonic  career  as  your 
distinguished  head,  may  meet  with  your  entire  approval,  and 
that  I  shall  pass  from  the  chair  with  no  abatement  of  the 
confidence  which  on  your  part,  led  to  my  exaltation. 

The  duties  of  a  Grand  Master  are  of  a  high,  peculiar  and 
responsible  kind.  Besides  exercising  a  general  supervision 
over  the  order,  he  is  called  upon  to  look  into  matters  vitally 
affecting  the  interests  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  more  or  less 
tending  to  the  prosperity  of  the  subordinate  Lodges.  To  pre¬ 
serve  the  supremacy  of  the  one,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  just 
rights  of  the  other,  is  a  task  requiring  care  and  firmness  com¬ 
bined  with  courtesy  and  forbearance.  While  the  paramount 
authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge  should  be  sedulously  observed 
and  always  maintained,  the  exercise  of  her  power  should  be 
seen  and  felt  only  in  her  parental  sway.  Her  strength  and 
glory,  being  the  result  of  the  increase  and  fruitfulness  of  her 
offspring,  she  should  so  act  in  her  jurisdiction,  as  to  foster  and 
encourage,  not  dishearten  and  oppress  the  subordinate  Lodge — 
while  these  in  their  turn  should  never  forget  the  obedience 
that  is  due  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Craft,  nor  fail  upon  all 
occasions  to  render  her  full  justice,  to  guard  her  rights  from 
invasion,  and  keep  her  supremacy  unimpaired  as  the  only 
true  and  legitimate  source  of  Masonic  authority.  Without 
obedience  there  can  be  neither  law  nor  order;  and  there  is  no 
institution  in  the  world,  in  which  the  gradations  are  so  nicely 
preserved  as  in  this,  producing  a  finish  which  renders  the 
architecture  of  its  government  harmonious  and  complete. 
From  this  power,  and  under  this  government,  do  the  subor¬ 
dinate  Lodges  derive  their  existence,  and  hold  their  sittings; 
and  they  are  bound  by  the  strongest  ties,  to  cherish  and  pre¬ 
serve  the  source  of  Masonic  Function.  No  act  of  theirs  will, 
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I  am  sure,  ever  mar  the  just  proportions  of  this  Institution, 
nor  take  from  it  one  pillar  by  which  it  is  sustained.  They 
will  be  ready  at  all  times  to  listen  to  suggestions  which  may 
be  made  for  their  benefit,  and  manifest  a  cheerful  acquiescence 
in  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  this  body.  In 
its  usefulness  and  dignity  they  hold  a  deep  and  abiding  inte¬ 
rest,  and  will  advance  the  one,  while  they  sustain  the  other. 
In  such  efforts  the  Grand  Officers  will  be  most  happy  to  co¬ 
operate,  and  unite  with  them  in  any  measures  which  may  be 
necessary  for  our  general  welfare. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  enumerate  the  powers 
and  duties  of  the  Grand  Master.  They  are  specifically  set 
forth  in  the  Ahiman  Rezon;  and  the  mere  reading  of  them 
will  shew  their  importance  and  magnitude.  But  among  the 
most  prominent  of  the  obligations  imposed  upon  him,  is  that 
of  preserving  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  oriental  chair. 
Adorned  as  this  place  has  been  by  the  wise  and  good  who  have 
gone  before  me,  many  of  whom  are  now  sleeping  in  the  dust, 
while  their  memories  are  embalmed  in  your  hearts,  I  feel 
impressed  by  the  solemn  recollections  of  the  past  to  strive  to 
the  uttermost  to  preserve  the  beauty  and  glory  of  the  East. 
In  this  Hall  then,  where  we  are  now  congregated,  let  our 
gatherings  be  marked  with  all  the  decorum  necessary  to  give 
interest  to  our  proceedings,  and  stamp  our  actions  with  the 
seal  of  reflection  and  judgment.  Not  to  me,  but  to  the  Chair, 
let  5mur  obedience  be  paid,  and  your  reverence  shewn. — Not 
to  the  man,  but  to  the  officer — the  great  Head  of  the  Masonic 
power,  in  this  jurisdiction ;  with  whom  is  intrusted  the  symbol 
of  authority,  and  to  whom  is  here  given  the  care  of  our  noble 
and  mysterious  Order:  which  was,  is,  and  ever  shall  be. — 
In  the  effort  to  sustain  the  position  to  which  I  have  beeif  ad¬ 
vanced,  every  courtesy  and  forbearance  shall  be  exhibited; 
brethren  will  be  admonished  if  wrong,  in  the  true  masonic 
spirit,  and  that  freedom  of  debate  permitted,  which  the  good 
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of  the  Order  shall  require.  The  Chair,  respected  and  sustained 
by  the  brethren,  and  the  brethren  thus  kindly  and  fraternally 
treated  by  the  Chair,  we  may  hope  that  our  deliberations  will 
be  productive  of  pleasure  to  ourselves,  and  result  in  whole¬ 
some  doings  for  the  Craft  at  large. 

Among  the  impressive  duties  imposed  upon  me  is  that  of 
adhering  to  the  Book  of  Constitution  and  the  By-Laws  of 
the  Grand  Lodge;  and  carefully  to  sustain  the  land-marks, 
usages,  and  customs  of  the  Order.  As  the  former  may  be 
written  and  the  latter  received,  I  am  bound  to  enforce  and 
preserve  them.  Let  no  complaints  therefore,  spring  from  my 
efforts  in  regard  to  the  observance  of  the  Rules  and  Regula¬ 
tions  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  So  long  as  they  remain  as  they 
are,  it  is  my  province  to  carry  them  out:  I  am  put  here  for 
that  purpose,  and  no  good  mason,  looking  to  the  ceremony  of 
my  Installation,  would  suggest  an  omission  or  departure  from 
their  letter  or  spirit — nay,  he  should  be  the  first  to  rebuke  me 
for  my  neglect,  and  admonish  me  as  to  the  future.  The  char¬ 
ter  must  be  kept  sacred — its  provisions  firmly,  but  fraternally 
administered,  and  so  exacted  as  to  inflict  no  wound  upon  the 
most  sensitive  heart. 

Looking  to  our  Supreme  Law,  we  should  be  careful  not 
to  infringe  any  of  its  provisions  or  treat  with  indifference  its 
slightest  requisitions.  Neglect  in  trifling  points,  (if  any  thing 
can  be  said  to  deserve  that  name,  which  is  made  a  part  of  our. 
system  of  government,)  will  soon  lead  to  omissions  of  a  graver 
character,  until  the  feeling  of  responsibility  becomes  blunted, 
and  discord  and  disorder  ensue.  Besides,  with  what  propriety 
can  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  the  Superintendent  of  the  Subordi¬ 
nate  Lodges,  complain  of  their  omissions  and  irregularities, 
if  she  herself  fail  to  set  the  example  of  harmony  in  her  move¬ 
ments,  and  accuracy  in  her  labors.  She  should  be  a  pattern 
for  the  rest  in  her  mode  of  doing  business,  her  close  adherence 
to  fundamental  rules,  and  the  marked  respect  she  exhibits  for 
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that  charter  by  which  she  is  regulated:  the  result  of  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  her  purest  and  best  men,  tried,  approved,  and  accepted 
by  the  Order,  through  years  of  time. 

Coming  through  the  ages  which  have  preceded  us,  and 
transmitted  from  mind  to  mind,  and  hand  to  hand,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world  even  until  now,  who  does  not  perceive 
and  feel  that  the  land-marks,  usages,  and  customs  of  the  Order 
are  a  sacred  trust  to  be  guarded  with  sleepless  vigilance;  pre¬ 
served  from  invasion  and  alloy;  and  given  in  all  their  simpli¬ 
city  and  beauty,  to  those  who  are  to  follow'  us  in  ages  to  come, 
even  unto  the  end.  These  may  not  be  written; — they  are 
only  spoken  on  Masonic  ground — beneath  Masonic  skies — to 
Masonic  ears. — They  constitute  the  mysteries  of  the  Craft, 
and  must  not,  as  we  value  its  usefulness  and  perpetuity,  be 
given  to  the  stranger  to  our  ceremonies: — They  are  the  links 
of  all  time  in  our  world,  past,  present,  and  to  come.  Unite 
brethren,  therefore,  with  me,  in  the  effort  to  impart  them  as 
we  received  them — and  as  w'e  received  them,  to  send  them 
down  to  our  successors;  and  so  maintain  our  Temple  in  the 
spirit  of  its  origin  and  beauty  of  its  architecture,  as  displayed 
in  the  broad  blaze  of  true  Masonic  Light.  In  so  doing,  we 
shall  but  imitate  the  bright  examples  of  the  w  ise  and  good, 
who  have  preceded  us  in  the  mysteries  of  our  order;  and  by 
their  well  spent  lives  as  men  and  masons,  (for  the  good  mason 
is  ever  the  good  man)  strengthened  its  foundations,  causing 
them  to  bid  defiance  to  the  hand  of  time,  beneath  which  all 
things  crumble  into  dust,  preserving  the  Lodge,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  immortal  Washington,  “as  a  Sanctuary  for  Bro¬ 
thers,  and  a  place  for  the  "Virtues.”  It  is  the  noblest  work  of 
human  hands — its  mission,  peace  and  love — sacred  from  its 
antiquity,  to  which  our  faith  and  reverence  are  eminently 
due,  and  should  be  spontaneously  rendered. 

Knowm  to  each  other  by  those  words  and  signs  which  con¬ 
stitute  some  of  the  land-marks  of  the  masonic  world,  there  is 


yet  another  tie  to  which  I  would  fain  call  your  attention,  the 
cement  as  it  were,  of  the  material  of  our  noble  edifice.  Vain 
would  be  the  association,  if  it  had  nothing  in  it  of  a  spiritual 
and  heavenly  character.  We  venerate  the  Supreme  Architect 
of  the  Universe  as  the  Source  of  Light  and  Life;  and  regard 
the  terrestrial  Lodge  as  a  type  of  that  not  made  by  hands,  but 
immortal  in  tbe  heavens.  So  impressed,  and  teaching  that  our 
Institution  is  founded  on  the  Bible,  it  becomes  us  to  practice 
those  virtues  which  may  enhance  the  cause  of  morality  and 
religion  here,  and  fit  us  for  the  Grand  Lodge  above.  The 
tie  then,  to  which  I  would  call  your  attention,  is  made  up  of 
Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity.  These  are  the  leading  objects  of 
Masonry:  They  are  the  briglitest  stars  of  the  Institution — 
shedding  a  holy  influence  upon  its  labours  in  the  cause  of 
humanity.  Cherish  then,  these  principles,  and  temper  justice 
with  mercy,  bearing  with  fortitude  the  allotment  of  your 
condition.  In  your  intercourse  with  each  other,  let  fraternal 
love  abound:  give  to  charity  her  widest  sweep: — comfort  the 
afflicted,  relieve  the  distressed,  and  bind  up  the  broken  heart 
of  the  mourner.  Bear  with  an  erring  brother — admonish  him 
not  only  once,  but  often,  gently  and  kindly,  and  seek  to  win 
him  back  to  the  true  path;  and  so  establish  him  in  it  by  soft 
persuasion  and  convincing  argument,  that  he  may  stray  no 
more.  Acts  like  these  are  the  jewels  of  the  order.  They 
will  speak  trumpet-tongued  for  us,  not  only  here,  but  here¬ 
after.  They  will  make  our  institution  the  admiration  of  man; 
and  let  us  humbly  hope  to  win  by  them,  the  approving  smiles 
of  heaven. 

The  wise  and  prudent  administration  of  the  financial  con¬ 
cerns  of  the  Grand  Lodge  by  my  predecessors,  has  left  nothing 
material  for  me  to  do  in  this  branch  of  my  duty.  Still  I  shall 
give  this  subject  my  careful  attention;  and  perfect,  if  there  be 
any  room  for  it,  the  work  of  abler  hands  than  mine.  With  a 
permanent  Charity  Fund  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  or- 
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phan,  and  a  noble  legacy,  the  interest  of  which  is  to  be  solely 
applied  to  benefit  poor  and  deserving  masons  our  ability 
to  do  good  is  a  happy  one,  and  we  should  indulge  it  to 
the  uttermost;  permitting  no  tear  to  fall  which  our  hands  can 
stay,  no  suffering  to  continue,  which  we  have  the  power  to 
heal. 

The  duty  which  lies  upon  us  in  respect  to  this  legacy,  is 
one  of  the  most  sacred  character.  We  are  the  trustees,  not 
merely  for  the  living,  but  the  dead.  Reposing  confidence  in 
our  ability  as  well  as  disposition  to  deal  justly,  our  deceased 
brother  Girard  has  made  us  his  almoners.  He  has  cast  upon 
our  shoulders  the  sacred  mantle  of  his  Charity.  Though  dead, 
he  lives  in  the  abundance  of  his  Masonic  Love,  as  manifested 
by  this  monument  of  his  benificence.  His  spirit,  now  freed 
from  an  earthly  Lodge,  could  not  forsake  its  terrestrial  abode 
without  imparting  to  the  order  a  convincing  proof  of  his  con¬ 
fidence  in  its  usefulness,  integrity,  and  virtue. — Hallowed, 
then,  be  the  deposit,  and  may  the  fruit  which  springs  from  it 
under  our  care,  he  such  as  to  justify  his  selection.  IMay  it  be 
the  source  of  relief,  of  comfort,  and  of  happiness  to  the  af¬ 
flicted  but  meritorious  of  our  brethren,  and  so  administered 
and  distributed  as  to  reflect  credit  upon  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
bring  increased  renown  to  the  IMasonic  Fraternity,  causing 
the  Jewel  of  ^‘Charity”  to  shine  with  a  pure  and  holy  lustre. 

Thus  making  my  appearance  in  the  East,  with  these  de¬ 
clarations  upon  my  tongue,  and  such  feelings  in  my  heart,  I 
embark  upon  the  career  to  which  you  have  destined  me  by 
your  confidence  and  your  votes.  I  do  not  flatter  myself  with 
the  vain  expectation  that  I  am  to  live  it  out  free  from  error. 
That  is  not  the  lot  of  humanity.  But  when  errors  occur,  I 
shall  throw  myself  upon  your  indulgence,  and  invoke  the 
shield  of  fraternal  love:  that  noble  feature  of  the  mystic  tie, 
which  should  never  be  appealed  to  in  vain.  With  a  firm  in¬ 
tention  to  perform  the  task  allotted  me,  in  a  decided,  but 
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generous  spirit,  a  deep  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  Order, 
and  a  veneration  and  attachment  undying  in  its  character,  to 
its  sublime  origin  and  noble  design,  I  ask  for  your  Masonic 
and  Brothei'ly  co-operation: — to  the  end  that  harmony  may 
be  seen  in  our  councils — Order,  Heaven’s  first  law,  be  res¬ 
pected  and  sustained — lov^e  promoted  and  cherished — charity 
welcomed  and  extended — and  our  noble  Institution,  further 
exalted  in  prosperity  and  honor  to  the  glory  of  the 
GREAT  Architect  of  Universal  Nature! 
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At  a  General  Grand  Communication,  held  on  Satur¬ 
day,  the  27th  of  December,  being  St.  John  the  Evangelist’s 
day,  the  Officers  elect  were  severally  installed  in  their  res¬ 
pective  stations. 

When  on  motion  of  Past  Grand  Master  Bro.  Bayse  New- 
combe,  and  seconded  by  Bro.  Richard  Vaux,  it  was  unani¬ 
mously  Resolved, 

That  the  address  just  delivered  by  the  Right  Worshipful 
Grand  Master,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication, 
with  instructions  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  printed 
and  done  up  in  pamphlet  form,  and  circulated  amongst  the 
members. 

The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  was  pleased  to  make 
the  following  appointments,  to  wit: 

DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  IVCASTERS. 

Bro.  Samuel  Huston,  of  Towanda,  for  the  Counties  of  Brad¬ 
ford,  Tioga,  Lycoming  and  Clinton. 

"  Robert  Modeewell,  of  the  City  of  Lancaster,  for  the 
County  of  Lancaster. 

"  William  B.  Potts,  of  Orwigsburg,  for  the  County  of 
Schuylkill,  Northampton  and  Lehigh. 

"  Jos.  L.  Stichter,  of  Reading,  for  the  County  of  Berks. 

'>  C.  P.  Gummert,  of  Brownsville,  for  the  Counties  of 
Fayette,  Greene,  Washington  and  Allegheny. 

"  Benjamin  Parke,  of  Harrisburg,  for  the  Counties  of 
Dauphin,  Lebanon,  Cumberland  and  Franklin. 

"  George  C.  Welker,  of  Sunbury,  for  the  Counties  of 
Northumberland,  Union,  Columbia  and  Mifflin. 

"  Henry  Pettibone,  of  Wilkesbarre,  for  the  Counties 
of  Luzerne,  Susquehanna,  Wyoming  and  Wayne. 
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GRAND  CHAPZJllNS. 

Rev.  Bros.  John  Chambers,  Peter  Van  Pelt,  John  B. 
"  ''  Clemson,  Orson  Douglass,  J.  J.  Kerr,  J. 

"  ''  L.  Burrows,  Henry  W.  Ducachet,  Samuel 

"  "  Ashton,  Ezra  Stiles  Ely. 

GRAND  DEACONS. 

Bro.  Thomas  B.  Florence,  Senior  Grand  Deacon — Bro.  C.  C. 
Williams,  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

GRAND  STEWARDS. 

Bros.  John  J.  Krider — James  Simpson. 

Bro.  Henry  G.  Smith,  Grand  Marshal — Bro.  Jacob  Steiner,. 
Grand  Sword  Bearer — Bro.  Robert  McCulloch,  Grand 
Pursuivant — Bro.  William  B.  Schnider,  Grand  Tyler^ 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  CHARIT7  FUND. 

Bros.  George  Griscom — John  Bradley — John  Allen — Tobias^ 
Buehler — William  E.  Ewing. 

C0]!^1VHTTEE  OF  FINANCE. 

Bros.  George  Smith — Alex.  E.  Dougherty — G.  G.  WestcotG 
George  H.  Oliver — Joseph  R.  Flanigen. 

• 

COlVIiyCITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Bros.  D.  C.  Skerrett — John  W.  M‘Grath — Jacob  F.  Haehnlen. 

COIVUVEITTEE  ON  BY-LAWS. 

Bros.  John  M.  Read — Wm.  H.  Adams — James  Hutchinson. 

COMMITTEi:  TO  EXIAMmS  THE  TRAITSACTIOHS  OF 
THE  EAST  VEAR,  AHD  SEEECT  FOR  FUREICATIOH 

Bros.  Edward  P.  Lescure — Wm.  Clinton — Joshua  Mitchell. 

HALL  COIKEIMEITTEE. 

Bros,  Charles  M‘Karaher — Robert  Patton — John  C.  Smith. 
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COJVnVEITTEi:  on  IiAnD-lVCARHS, 

Bros.  Bayse  Newcombe — Jos.  R.  Chandler — S.  H.  Perkins. 

STEWARDS  or  THE  GIRARD  CHARITY  FUND. 

Brethren  James  E.  Richardson,  Robinson  R.  Moore, 
William  Haslam,  George  K.  Cbilds,  Michael  Bouvier,  John 
Thomas,  James  R.  Dixon,  James  Simpson,  Wm.  B.  Schnider, 
Abraham  West,  John  Neagle,  William  W.  Thomson,  John 
MacCloud,  Richard  Vaux,  Jacob  Steiner,  Joseph  S.  Riley, 
John  Allen,  J.  Dalzell  Moore,  Edmond  Barrington,  James 
Hickey  and  John  Page. 

The  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary  appointed  Bro.  William  W. 
Smith  of  Lodge  No.  59,  Deputy  Grand  Secretary. 

Note — The  Grand  Secretary’s  address  is  “William  H. 
Adams,  Masonic  Hall,  South  Third  Street,  Philadelphia.” 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  address  is  “  John  Thomson, 
N.  E.  corner  of  Front  and  Lombard  Streets,  Philadelphia.” 

Past  Grand  Masters — B.  Newcombe — J.  Randall,  J.  B. 
Gibson — J.  Harper — S.  Badger — J.  Steele — G.  M.  Dallas — 
J.  M.  Read — S.  H.  Perkins — J.  R.  Chandler — C.  Stevenson 
— W.  Barger. 

Extract  from  the  Grand  Lodge  Minutes. 

Grand  Secretary. 
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The  Stewards  of  the  Girard  Charity  Fund  met  on  Mon¬ 
day  evening,  Dec.  29,  at  the  Hall,  South  Third  street,  when 
the  following  organization  took  place: 

President,  Robinson  R.  Moore,  of  No,  3, 

Treasurer,  John  Thompson,  of  No,  51, 

Secretary ,  William  H.  Adams,  of  No.  59, 

COMMITTEE  NO.  1. 

From  the  first  Monday  in  January  to  the  first  Monday  in 
April:  Michael  Bouvier  of  Lodge  No.  51 — x\braham  West, 
of  No.  72 — Jacob  Steiner,  of  No.  125 — John  Allen,  of  No. 
155,  John  D.  Moore,  of  158. 

COMMITTEE  NO.  2. 

From  the  first  Monday  in  April  to  the  first  Monday  in  July : 
William  Haslam,  of  Lodge  No.  9 — George  K.  Childs,  of  No. 
19 — John  Neagle,  of  No.  91 — Wm.  W.  Thompson,  of  No. 
114 — Joseph  S,  Riley,  of  No,  130. 

COMMITTEE  NO,  3, 

From  the  first  Monday  in  July  to  the  first  Monday  in  Oct. 
John  Thomas,  of  Lodge  No.  52 — William  B,  Schnider,  of 
No,  71 — James  Simpson,  of  No.  67 — Edmond  Barrington, 
of  No.  186 — James  Hickey,  of  No.  187. 

COMBIITTEE  NO.  4. 

From  the  first  Monday  in  October  to  the  first  Monday  in 
January,  1846:  James  E.  Richardson,  of  Lodge  No.  2 — 
James  R.  Dickson,  of  No.  59 — John  McCloud,  of  No.  115 — 
Richard  Vaux,  of  No.  121 — John  Page,  of  No.  211. 

The  Stewards  meet  for  the  distribution  of  the  Charity  of 
the  late  Stephen  Girard  “(or  poor  and  respectable  Brethren” 
every  Monday  evening,  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  South  Third  St, 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Stewards. 


Wm.  H.  ADAMS,  Secretary. 


